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WRITTEN BY: Margaret Ervin 
EIGHT MARIANISTS 
CELEBRATE JUBILEE S 
university of 
dayton 
DAYTON, Ohio, May 2, 1978 -~- Eight Marianists will be honored as jubilarians 
on May 7, 1978 at the University of Dayton. Reverend EdmUnd J. Baumeister will 
be celebrating sixty years as a Marianist. Brother James H. Kline, Reverend 
Theodore J. Rus, and Brother Vincent Wottle will be celebrating fifty years as 
members of the Society of Mary . Brother __ Donald J. H~beler will be celebrating 
25 years as a Marianist, and Reverend Norbert C. Burns and Reverend Cyril G. 
Middendorf will be celebrating twenty-five years in the priesthood. 
SIXTY YEARS 
Reverend Edmund J. Baumeister, S.M., now residing in Alumni Hall with the 
other jubilarians, was born in Cleveland, Ohio in 1901. Father Baumeister took 
his final vows for the priesthood in 1932. Graduating from the University of Dayton 
in 1928 with a bachelor's degree in education, Father Baumeister became an 
instructor in 1938 while pursuing his Fh.D. from Ohio State University. He 
remained at UD until 1949 when he became dean at Catholic University in Puerto 
Rico. Remaining there until 1965, he journeyed to Peru for six years teaching 
in Spanish. Father Baumeister retired in 1971 and returned to Dayton in 1972. 
FIFTY YEARS 
Brother James H. Kline, S.M., born in Randolph, Ohio, in 1909, graduated 
from the University of Dayton in 1930. Having taught at Chaminade High School 
for five years, Brother Kline became a teacher and principal of Immaculate 
Conception School, Washington, D.C. in 1935. From there he went to Colegio San 
Jose in Puerto Rico . Returning to the United States in 1940, he taught at North 
Catholic High School in Pittsburgh, Pa., while attending the University of 
Pittsburgh. He received his master's in business education in 1945. Two years 
later he- l'€.tU-I'-I1EH'i- t-O -t-he -Yfri-vers-±-ty -of' Baytun----amr-b-ecmrre- a purchasl g agent arfd 
then purchasing director where he remained until he retired in 1974. He is 
presently working as a purchasing agent in his semi-retired capacity. 
Reverend Theodore Armand Koehler, S.M., was born in 1911 in Strasbourg, 
France. Having attended Strasbourg University in France and University of 
Fribourg in Switzerland on two separate occasions, Father Koehler holds a 
doctorate in t heology. Among his studies are: the classics, philosophy, 
Greek, Latin, French, and philology. · Father Koehler, before coming to UD in 
1969, taught in Paris, France, and Fribourg, Switzerland. He is a member of 
the French Mariological Scoeity and the Mariology Society of America. Father 
Koehler , t he recipient of numerous honors and awards, and author of over fifty 
publications, is the current director and curator of the Marian Library at the 
Univers ity of Dayton. 
Reverend Gabriel J. Rus, S.M., born in Bled, Austria, in 1910, and growing 
up in Cleveland, Ohio, was responsible for establishing Dayton's annual Inter-
national A'Fair Week. Father Rus was educated at the University of Dayton, 
University of Fribourg, and Western Reserve University. His studies include 
Latin, French, and theology. He has held various teaching positions including 
ones at Purcell High School, Mount st. John, and the University of Dayton . 
father Rus became the director of the Office of International Education at UD 
in 1972 and remained in the position until he retired in 1974. Previously he 
had been advisor and director of UD's study abroad program and a professor of 
languages. 
Brother Vincent Wottle, S. M., was born in 1910 in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Graduating from UD in 1936 in chemistry, Brother Wattle continued his studies in 
chemistry at Catholic University for his master's and at Ohio State University for 
his Ph.D. He first joined the UD staff in 1938 as an instructor and pr .... gress=d to 
head of the Chemistry Department. Brother Wattle became assistant to the bursar 
in 1966 and still works in that pos ition even though being semi-retired since 
1976. 
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS 
Reverend Norbert Clifford Burns, S.M., was born in 1924 in Cleveland, Ohio. 
Father Burns was educated at the Uni-rersity of Fribourg and the Pontifical Univer-
sity of the Angelicum in Rome receiving a doctorate of sacred theology from the 
latter in 1955. Father Burns' teaching experience includes st. John's High 
School in Philadelphia, the Marianist Preparatory School in Beacon, New York)and 
the University of Dayton. He has also held administrative positions within the 
Society, but is best known for his ma:rriage counseling during the past twenty years. 
Reverend Cy-L-il "Cy" G. Middendorf, S.M., was born in 1923 in Covington, 
Kentucky. He graduated from the University of Dayton, Catholic University, the 
University of Fribourg , and the University of Ottawa where he obtained his Ph.D. 
in theology. His t eaching experiences include Purcell High School, Cincinnati; 
Moeller High School, Cincinnati; Cha~minade High School, Dayton; and the University 
of Dayton. While at the University of Dayton he has been chaplain, director of 
Off-Campus Ministry, and director of Religious Activities. He is the current 
director of Student Service Clubs and sponsors a study-abroad trip annually. 
Brother Donald J. Hebeler, S, M., was born in Amsterdam, New York in 1924. 
Educated at Xavie:r University in economics, and at Catholic University for his 
master's in accounting, Brother Hebeler first joined UD's staff in 1954 as 
assistant to the comptroller. In 1958 Brother Hebeler served as the English-
speaking secretary on the General Administrative Staff of the International 
Marianist Headquarters in Rome, Italy. Returning to the U.s, in 1968, Brother 
Hebeler joined the staff at Mt, st, John, the society's Provincial Headquarters, 
as secretary of the Provincial Counci+. In 1977, he became administz;:ative 
assistant in the School of Business Administration at UD and remains in that 
position today. 
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